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I* The fcd.loving insolation on con-wawr gwis in K'rrlwv iet*G through 
raid-Dcfl 53 « 
state store q 

The nnticnrlized State Stores vith cutlets throughout v^lnnd includi: 

(a) t'iejcki Handel Det&lic^ny (;;tate Retail Trade - MUD) 

(b) lovcaechna rpoXdziclnin Fpoayvcov (General Food Coopera- 
tives - ps;;) * 

(c) opoltlziclnia Pracy (*'orK Cooperatives); UUiikt Uslugovy 
V«'vlei; Outlet) 

(d) Povcteehny Don Tc/vcrowy (Assorted Goods Store - PDC) 
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(e) Centra loc Zai zad rscmyclu (Central /.dnani stration ol* tuo 
Meat Industry); Miejski Handel Mi us cm i .rotate Butcher 

, ^tores « Mrii-i ^ 

(f) Centreiny Zsrzad rzeiayslu f'Xecsrrskiego (Central .•ministry - 
tion of the Milk industry); e g hrrkcv: kie Vrklady ..Lenr.rrckx< 
(Krakow* Caries - KZM> .'\iid-Jec 5 

(tf<> f r rice v ski <:* »k.!;;uy Uestronoroiczne iKrckow Gastronomic 
nterpri: r- , - , 1 *.) 

(hs on t r ro r. i ; y t na (VI sh C enter - Ci k ) 

i 

(i; Central a Odiiezovn VClotliing Center - Cc) 

( J ) Centralny Zarzna r/myslu . :kx>rzt?naego (Ccntrr.1 ..irectore.te 
cf the Hide a Industry - CZiTSkorz . j 

(ky v. cut rain HnncUova Crzemy c JLu •••• LUdowego^t. Artystycznego 
(uentrr t Traue of Farmers® ;rt Products m; 1 c 7 - CH 1 A* 

(l) C entrain Przemyslu heft owe go (Center of the Petroleum 
Industry - CPW) 

(mi Centrala A pteK . r/olecznych (Central Orug . tores - CA. ) 

(n) C entrain Tek sty itm (Textile Center - -2\ j 

(q) Can train Hanoiown WatrriciJLOw BuuOvinoych (Trouc center 
for Construction Ma.terie.ln - CKM*} 


A vRilototllty of Consum er Goode 

3» ’Meat, fat Qttd soap ration cares vere viUtUrcvn-n in eoX.vnu ;ec. 5, • iwvtv- 
theless* certain foou. commodities continue in short supply. h at distri -> 
button -Vs Uxsorganizeu: some <h\ vr e o*!'i city sector will neve ve,:.l ; 
aiiCjii.n will have beef; other ur. vs there will, toe only beef or no t 
at ail* In auturon 1953 prices vere lower eu 1G-X5'** except tor me: v, t fat, 
butter „ G±}.s. f fruits ana vegetables -- thus the ecoentlrl foods were 
not affected* 

k* ' Ailuioct -* iOod couioouities can toe bought on tne tolnck market at nigh 
pric:^ # Meat is alto sold on the block; raerket, tout Its sale is sharply 
prohibited and punishable toy law. tih&t black market meat Is sold, 
usually passes in folJjpving vny t k women walking around the veget.- oJo 
market will murmur Tlept* from time to time to ucoplc passing *«• ..eoy.ie 
that do not look cucpec** . he docc net cr.rry the meat# he nckrr* tm? 
bargain - price, quantity r nurlfty® An oscsociatc standing toy v» ache,, 
for her eigne;. ann . coi.ucet; the merffc* The tslrck marketeers know idc* 

•ooli.ee officers so- well that they ulsapnecT i:ht.n any ccr.ic in slgut* 

5 * ' Clothing items cennot ce specially ordered r t sis. tete tort .,. A f 

oemthiftg docen’t fit or xc defective (e g idioes), It cannot toe ex- 
changed* Items of gooa ^utility can only toe found in the Miej; ki. 

Handel hetoliezny Cklcp Komlsovy (Commission tores). People vho 
receive parcels from abroad sell things there* The px*iccu an- f ; utt s- 
tic; a Weutex'n IfpsticK might cost 22G zl*; a lady*G pullover iOoO 
tl«; a silk blouse 600 rl* The rotate stores do not. stock good sewing 
cotton, Private otorec may carry good thread* tout nt four times the 
normal price. A .;tcxe may have black tlnreadi tout then it wii.J 

have no white * 


cowfiaemM. 

uv. 0 FFICIW-; 
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6. VrlBt natohcB, typcvrlterc , end saving ffischiiws wo only nvnllrtbj.c occondimifci ot. 
Connies ion Stores 0 

Food Prices in Krakow 

?The following prices were current in Krekow in mid-Dec 53 : 

„ _ Private H tore . Black JVJerkct Ptore 

! Item Quantity Where Available j Trices Prices^' — vrTcca 


— (in zloty) 


Breed (Chleh 1 kg MHD.PSS. POT 

Zytni) 

Bread (Chleb 1 kg MED, PSS, POT 

NoloczeweKi) 

Brord (Chleb 1 kg MED, PSr, PDT 

Pczcnnorazovy) 

White Bread (Chleb 1 kg MHD, k*.- # PDT 
pszenny) 

Bulki (round piece MHD, ppf, j»OT 

bread) 

Bulk! (cyecjalne) piece MHD, P?C T POT 


3 * ?-l 


4 • 2? 1 


4* si 


0.60 *1 


o,ao ij. 


Note: Otner types of bread are available In private stores at higher price k. 
When there is no bread for sale in the Stsifce Stores, people line up 
at the private stores, where the prices naturally go higher.. No 
breed is on sole on ftandey. Breed and •bulkl owykle 1 can also bo 
bought in the vegetable markets,, 


Beef (uie*<? 
vrolove) 


1 kg MUM, POT 


Vorfc (raiese 1 kg MHM, POT 

wleprzowc) 


Veal (luloee 
cielece) 


1 kg MKi\ } , POT 


Not available 
in private 
stores 

Wot available in 
private stores 

Wot available in 
private stores 


lb. - 10. '■'> 


d) • * 7 O ft T. I 


- 30 ft 7.1 


ausage (kielbasa) 1 kg MflM,FHr r MHp,PBS Not available in 45 .- 70 * zl ib.-bQ. %y 

private stores 

:rua (czynks) 1 kg Not available 60. - Bo. zl 50. - 60, ?l 

In private stores 

r.ivcr c&uengc .1 kg MHM,PDT r MHD, P.r,r Not available In p;>. ,a 

(vatrebianke.) 


private stores 


i rrd {deni. nn) 1 kg MHM, MHD^l»rP,s»np Not available in 

private stores 


!'orfc fat 
(Tluozcz 

wieprzowy) 


i kg MHD,MHM,Pr\%l*OT Not available in 

private stores 


P oultry (i)toctvo ) 1 Kg MR 1 ^MHM,PF,; 1 , 1 »OT Not available in 

I private stores 


4o* si 


40 ft 7,1 


40. 2.1 


rsm'itKKVlJJL* 
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Note : Y here arc frequent shortages or lard i ad ,ork ra*„ in \!.w . lc 
• toxec • Liic . 1 niv .. t in the? . (.ok,'.- : . t o r i_ s .i ij uwui.j._y a in**, 

there in no ehoi-.-e. Fcopie who can edd'ord to ah op on a he alack 
market Jo so. The poultry in Lhe .'r.iic . ores toco not took 
ire eh . inJi poultry it av..iiible in the vegetable markets, viler e 
it in brought in ::iive or Tree hi y killed by the farmer j . Thin 
poultry is naturu..iy extensive. Jo private stores sell me at 
open' y , but 1 know of sonio in K*r . hr/., that Co no secret j.y Lu old 


reliabi 

e customer 


iy of Vue A 

hM stores sclL 

horse neat . 






. riviitc ..tore 

black 1, :rkct 

. u .. 0 V liOl'C 

1 Lem 

- u.-.nli ty 

V. here 

/.va liable 

Trice.: 

* VJ» 'C.*S 

i rices 

Butter {made.; 

1 kg 

KHD f P3 

',.Vi ,K?.M 

Yy.-ou. at 

6d. -V;. al 

dl . pt) si 

Kgg5.( JeJkc.; 

each 

i-a:D,r;v 

} - 

a. 30 - 1.50 si 

2 

1 

i— 

co 

c 

t-: 

1-J5 --t 

Cheese ( jer 

1 kg 

MHD, .1- 

.':,L’i>T,K; M 


TL . : i 

• ; 

Milk (mleke. 

1 liter 

MHIi, ?. ' 

■ , . T-T , K'M ! 


J • -• 

' .*;c v. 

Cream (omietana) 

i .1 i L<. r 


t'I/p 

. , » i... , r..,v. 

r.4. -- 5 . sa 

£0.-24. 

; i # ■/ t 

Note : nutter. 

milk, eggs, chee 

sc and :re: 

:ii\ are un sale 

in private s.hoj 

s 


and the vegetable markets . The difference in price Iron . .ttvto 
Loreo is .Little except during shortages at the latter. Milk ml 
cream are sola on hunday from c600 through 1000 lira. The cream 
in c tate '.tores is good. 


White flour 
(j*aka Pszenna) 

1 kg 

MHDjPlv? >PDT 

5 . -8. *1 

Sugar (eukier. 

1 kg 

MUD, ir*s;, DT 

13-75 s. 1 

Semolina (gryslk; 

1 kg 

Micros, -.m 


Bice (rya). 

1 kg 

MfiP, F6C , PDT 


Margarine (ceres) 

1 kg 

MED, PL'S/v'JCT 


Olive Oil (olej 
prawdzlwy; 

1 liter 

MHD,PSS,. DT 

240. zl 

Sunflower oil 
(olej Ini any) 

1 liter 

MKiC,Pf; , ;T/T 


Note: Then sugar and flout* ore on a tie in . V te : tore.;, tlv* .r Lions ;>er 
purchaser are limited. Sugar \nd flour vi y be bought • nigher 

prices iivprlvate shops by persons known to the etiowkee cor to be 
reliable; private stores arc legally forbidden to .-.oil r.ug-ir and 
flour . 

Pepper (piper?) 
Coffee (kawa) 

Cocoa (kukao) 

1 kg 

1 kg 

1 kg 

MH3) , Pfck* , .T/i* 
MHD,Pyr ,i-UT 

600 . -TOO . - Kl 600 . - 70 O . - 1 

U 50 .~ 6 CiO.-Ki U50.-5'>^--.i .50.- r.i 

400 .- 500 .- si 350 .- 450 . --I r- 5 .'.-'J 50 .-i;i 


N ote : The above items are mostly sold in -private shops; they : re seldom 
available in the State Stores , and when avail able they arc 
immediately sold. People will rarely buy one kilo, of pepper or 
two kilos of coffee. First, they are too expensive; secondly such 
quantities are not on sale. To buy those amounts one must contact 
a 1 good friend* through the black market - otherwise :;ur icicn 
1 b aroused. 
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Item 

Quantity 

Where Available 

Private Store 
prices 

Black Market 
Prices 

State Site, re 
Prices 

Potatoes (zemnia 

1 : 

ki) 1 kg. 

MilDjPSS 

1.50 zl 

1.10 zl 

0.60 O.70 zl 

1 ! 

A spies ( jablka) 

1 kg 

MilD, PSb 

8 .- 15 z 1 

6.-11 . -zl 

7 .- 15 .-Z 1 

Pears (Gruszki) 

1 kg 

MliD , P 3 S 

15. -18. -21 

- l 4 . - 7.1 

10. -l8.-zl 

lemons (cytryny) 

each 

MHD,FSS 

7.-12.-ZI 

6.-ll.-zl 

- 30. -zl 


Oranges (poraarancze) -----not seen during 1953 - - - "-might be in black markets 


Bananas not seen since 1939 


Grapes (winogrona) 

1 kg 

MUD, 


15 .- zl 

1 1 s 

Onion ( cebula) 

1 kg 

MSO, PHG 


2.50 3.20 zl 

Garlic (czosnek) 

single 

MKI),PSC 

I.-I.50 zl 

I.-I.50 zl 

Carrots (mar chew) 

1 kg 

mud, rot; 

4 .- zl 

3. -3.50 zl 4 .- zl 

Tomatoes (oomldory) 

1 kg 

MHD, PCS* 

2.50-7. -Zl 

2.-7.- zl 2.50-6.- zl 

Cucumbers (ogorki) 

1 kg 

MliD, FSB 

2.-8.- zl 

1.50-6.50 zl 1.20-6.- zl 


Note: Frult3 nnd vegetables are almost more expensive in iitate Stores than 
in the vegetable markets; at the markets, furthermore, the fruits and 
vegetables are fresh and there is a good selection. Fruits ; nd 
vegetables are also on sale at State mobile pushcarts in the streets. 

. Lemons are seldom available in State Stores. They must be purchased 

in private stores, where they are sold one at a time. There are no 
b* iiv.nas. Grapes were on sale in 1953 for approximately t 'o weeks 
j.l 15 zl. per kilo. 


Candy (cuxierki) 1 kg 

Chocolate candy 1 kg 

| ; (pomadki) 


MHD,?SK,POT 

riHD,PSS,PDr 


Chocolate tablet 100 grams MLj^PLSjPDT 
(czekolada tablicski) 


14 . - 56 . -zl 
45 .-llO.-zl 

15. -18.- 7.1 


Note: 


There are f ev private candy stores . Their candy is far more 
expensive than in the State Stores, but also far better. 


Fruit I wine (vi’»e 
ovocowe) 

1 

ltr 

PS 3 -,PM 3 

13.-56.- Si 

Alcohol (splrytus) 

1 

ltr 

VS3, PMS 

120.- Kl 

Vodka (vodka) 

1 

ltr 

PSSjPMS 

60.- zl 

Llquers (likiery) 

1 

litre 

P3S,FMS 

->3 

0 

t 

v-J 

1 

w 

•J 
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I've never heard of any shortage of alcohol, brandy or vine. A 
greater cale takes place when rumors of a monetary reform or a price 
increase begin to spread. At such times people naturally buy up 
everything. The last 'panic' vhieh I recall took place in Krakow 
during Oct or Nov 1953 . It v;as a Saturday afternoon. Everythin,' 
v-r sold out in the rtete Stores including GUgar, brandy, soap and 
flour. There '..ore rumors of a monetary reform or a price increase. 
At 2100 hrs (ssme evening) the ro.dio station announced a general 
lowering of prices. A slmiler type of ‘panic’ occurs in Poland two 
or three times yearly, /t the beginning, people used to take this 
seriously, but slowly people get used to anything. 

Private Store Black Market 
C-rices 


Quantity Where Available 


[’rices 


tate Store 
Prices 


1 kg 
package 
package 


?DT,CR,MHD,?D;:- 

PDTjCR,MHP,?:>3 

?OT,CR,MHD,PS3 


60 .- 30.*zl 


20 . - jO . - z.1 

J +.50 si 


Note: In the Fish lenter salted' sea’ fish is also availuble but it is not 

' much liked by the Poles. There is little selection in fish; the 

oases in Krakow arc usually empty. 


8. Cigarettes 

"There are various types of cigarettes: 
Item Quantity V/here Available 


Private Store 
Prices 


Black Market 
Prices 


Wave I 

^ozr.K.n; -k ' 
OuH 

Bel'tfeder 
We 2 /:. so we 
•'•v.-jrty 

Note. 


25 cigs . 
12 cigs. 
12 cigs. 
20 cigs. 
20 cigs. 
20 cigs. 


MHD,PSS,PDT,PMT 
MHD,?S5,PDT,PMT 
MHD , P5JS , PDT , PMT 
MHD,?SS,POT,?Mr 
MHD, PSP , PDT , PMT 
MHD, rliD , PDT , < MT 


State Store 
Prices 

11 . - zl 
3 - 60 zl 
3-60 zl 
7.80zl 
2 . 80 z 1 


.’he re are short periods of time when the better cuaiity cigarettes 
are not available - but these are very short periods. Private shops 
do NOT sell cigarettes. Cigarettes are also sold on the street by 
the Union of Disabled Veterans (Spoldzielnia Inwaliaow) . 

o . Catering . . . 

‘‘Hotel:: , wine taverns, restaurants and nightclubs are administered by the KrakowsKie 
Zakladi G astronomic zne (Gastronomic Enterprises) . Half the dishes on the menu axe 
usually 'not available'. 

10. Clothing 

"The following prizes wc.e current in Krakow in mid-Dec 5 j: ^ 

Private Store Black Market ;.*tc..te . tore 

Quantity Where Available Prices 


Item 


Prlcei 


Price a 


wady’s under- 
wear (bleliznu 
domska) 

Sih'rt (koszul 
moaka ) 

; .toe Kings 
(ponczochy 
damsk) 


1 set 

t 

MID , PSP , CT , CO , PDT 

100. 

- 25c. 

-zl 

each 

MHD, PSD, CT, CO, IDT 

Uu. 

-200..- 

zl 

pair 

MHD , Pf’P ,CT , CO , : 'T 

30. 

- 180. 

-zl 


C0WF Ir-.KTIAI. 

U: ; OFFjOIAi:* OK.. I 




Approved For Release 2002/01/03 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500410138-1 


w 


i 

I 


- 7 - 

CONFIDENTIAL 
US OFFICIALS ONLY 


25X1A 


Item 


Private S tore Black Markex State Store 
^Juantlt^ Where Available Price s " Prices ~7 ic "7s 

Socks (skarpety pair 
moskie) 

Lady’s coat each 


MHD,PSS,CT,CO,PDT 

MHD,PSS,CT,GO,POT 

MHDjPBS^CT^COpPOT 


(plaszcz danuski) 
Man's coat each 

(plaezcz moski) 

Silk h louse each 

(bluska dawska) 
Woolen blouse each 
(bluzka vein) 

Woolen pullover each 
(swetr vein) 

Cotton pullover each 
(svetr bawelna) 
Necktie (men) each 
Ladies leather pair 
'half shoes 
(obuvie damskie) 
Man’s leather pair 
shoes (obuvie 
moski) 

Woolen material l mete 
(materialy 
velniane) 


for clothing 
Woolen knitting 1 Kg only available 

in private shops 

Elastic stockings each only available 
vgonroen elastick) in private shops 

(pas jr> -^wy) and PDT 

Silk rauxerial 
(materialy 
Jedvabne) 

Bed linen (pesclel) 1 MilD^PSS^CT^O 
meter 


600 . -2000 . -zl 
300 .- 700 . -al 


1 meter MHD,PSS v CT,CO 


14.- 30 .. Zl 
500. . 2 . 800 . -zl 
600. -2.800. -zl 


MHD , FSS , CT , CO ,PDT 

360.- 580. -El 

60 

.- 200. -zl 

MBD,PSS,CT,C0,PDT 

500.- 700. -zl 

300, 

. - 600. -zl 

MHD,PSS,CT,C0,PDT 

600. -1200.-21 

600, 

800. -zl 

MHD,PSS,CT,CO,PDT 


100. 

- 180. -zl 

MHD,PSS,CT,CO.,PDT 
MHD,PSS,C0,CZPS 
& PDT 

40.- 120 . -zl' 
660.-l80O.-zl 

18. 

300. 

- 70. -zl 

- 800. -zl 

MHD,PSS,eo,CZPS, 

& PDT 

700.-14OO. -Zl 

360. 

- 700. -zl 

MHD,PSS,C0,CT,PDT 

900 . -2000 . -zl 

500. 

-1400. -zl 

MND,PSS,C0,CT,PDT 

400.- 900. -zl 

380. 

- 700. -zl 


40.- 150. -Zl 
40.- 150 . -zl 


Note: Throughout the State Stores, the readymade clothes for men. women 
and children are of low quality and badly finished. Often one 
sleeve may be longer than the other; pockets are sewn in tit a bad 
angle. There is a fault in almost any item. A vide choice is out 
of the question. One must buy what one can find. 


Elegant, beautiful things can be seen only in the 'Komis' .Stores. 
They are extremely expensive and there Is little choice. These 
goodG are items sent to Poles from abroad and resold by them in the 
'Komis' Stores. For example, m woman may see in a 'Komis' store 
a nylon blouse for a large person, rosy colored. Should she vear 
that size and like the color, she can have it for 660 zl. (a month's 
salary for a clerk) since it is the only one available. 

The situation is s imi lar with fur coats. Furs are very expensive, 
and there is little choice. A so-called 'Boberraantel • ( half -fur ) * 
costs about 5000 zl. in a private shop and is > ard to find. I 
ho.ve seen a second hand fur coat (poplelicc) in a 'Komis’ Store 
priced at 7,000 zl. Bed linen is rarely available in ft ate Stores. 
There Is always a long queue. There are oueuec for household goods 
(kitchen goods, pots, glasses, forks, etc.). (.Such household prices 
are unknown to me, as X was never able to buy such items.) 
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Wo rk Cooperative - Punkty Uslugove 

11. Cooperatives of . shoemakers , tailors and “barbers have been established. A pair 
of shoes can be ordered in a shoemakers' cooperative. In a private shop, one 
pair of shoes costs 1,200.- up to 1,800 £loty.- Private shoemakers buy leather 
on the black market. Private shoemakers do not get a distribution of leather 
for shoe rep ai rs-. 


Shoe Repair Prices (Cooperatives) t 
Item 

Mans' shoes (soles and heels) 

Ladies* shoes (soles and heels) 

Childrens * shoes (soles and heels) 

12, “Suits are tailored in Tailpra 1 Cooperatives, 

material or buy it &£ the Cooperative* itself. 


Prices 


40.- 

4q.« 

30.- 


70.- zl 
60 .-zl 
40.- zl 


The cu&tomr any provide tbs 


Tailoring with own material (Cooperative prices): 
Item 


Prices 


Lady*s coat (including linen and tailoring) 600 .- 000.- zl 
Lady's 'tallleur* (including linen and tailoring) 500.- 000.- zl 
Lady's dress (including linen and tailoring) 150.- 250.- zl 


13. "Hairdressers and Barbers 


item 


Private 


Cooperative Price 


Cold vave 
Fhampoo 
Normal set 

Manicure 

Dyeing 


150 .- zl 
10. -zl 
40. - zl 
4.- zl 


135.- *1 
l6 . - zl 
30.- 35.- al 

3 .- 4.- zl 


l4. "All Punkty Uslugove are divided into three categories, the first category 
being the most expensive, but I cannot give the difference between the prices 
of the categories.'' 


- end - 

UE)|RARY $ AREA CODES 


55M 

55M 

55 M 

55M 

55 M 


752 . 1 ' 

852 . 1 
85 1 . 1 
701.11 

5/746 . 7 
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